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Letter from the Minister for Commonwealth Games and Sport to the Convener 
 
I am writing to thank you and the other members of the Justice Committee, for the 
attention you have brought to your recent examination of the Legislative Consent 
Memorandum on the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Bill (LCM(S4) 22.2) 
and specifically the aspects relating to forced marriage. I read with interest the 
Committee’s report published on 15 January.   
 
I appreciate the level of scrutiny members brought to the issue of criminalisation of 
forced marriage with, I’m sure, the intention that Scotland has the strongest and 
most effective protection for those in fear of, or facing forced marriage.  
 
To that end I wanted to ensure the Committee was sighted on the recent exploration 
of the protection afforded to those who do not have the capacity to consent to 
marriage.  You may be aware that this issue was raised via an opposition 
amendment tabled by Baroness Thornton, in the House of Lords during the Bill’s 
Report stage on 14 January.  Lord Ahmad undertook then to consider the matter 
further in advance of the Bill’s Third Reading which is currently scheduled for 27 
January. 
 
As a result of this, I understand that the UK Government is considering tabling 
amendments to the Bill to ensure that those who may try to take advantage of a 
person’s lack of capacity will also be guilty of a criminal offence under the law of 
England and Wales.   
 
I am requesting that if such amendments are put forward, similar amendments in 
relation to Scotland are also tabled.   
 
Such a move would fall within the scope of the relevant legislative consent motion 
and, again, ensures that all those affected by forced marriage in Scotland are given 
the same levels of protection as those in other parts of the UK. 
 
I consider that although the Committee and the Scottish Government have so far not 
reached a consistent view on the criminalisation of forced marriage, we do as I’ve 
stated, share the desire to tackle this serious issue in the most effective way.  
 
Later on today I look forward to further explaining the Government’s policy intentions 
on forced marriage and why we conclude that the legislative consent motion is the 
most appropriate vehicle to take matters forward in the Scottish context. 
 
Shona Robison  
Minister for Commonwealth Games and Sport 
22 January 2014 
 


